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of a musician. It is true she appreciated my
artistic gifts and thoroughly approved of my efforts
at composing, but the mere thought of music
as an occupation seemed an abomination to her.
She was old-fashioned, and had spent her life in
the country and in the provincial town and looked
upon a musician as on the same level as a wandering
organ-grinder, or not far removed from it. In
view of what she had meant to my mother and to
us children since my father's death I naturally did
all I could to avoid causing her disappointment/7

The fact that Sibelius had decided in favour of
law, was dictated so little by irresistible attraction
to that science that he could only reply to the
tactless questions of his joking comrades as to
the reason for his choice by saying: "What
else am I to study ? " We should, perhaps, not
be far wrong in supposing that Sibelius* choice was
due to the circumstance that legal studies formed
the preparation as a matter of course for an official
career, which was considered in the conservative
environment, from which he came, to be the most
honourable for a young man of good family who
was anxious to make his way.

By entering the University Sibelius considered
that he had fulfilled all the reasonable demands of
his family. He did not feel in duty bound to
forswear all his musical interests. On the I5th
September, 1885, he was enrolled as a special pupil
at the musical academy, where he received instruc-
tion in violin playing and the theory of music. We
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